
  TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  -  SEPTEMBER 24, 2023 

 

4 

Michael Alvarez                   Eileen Palaguachi  

Jeferson Calle                                    Suri Perez 

Gina Camosy                                       Pamela Prado   

Ayame Ruth Clement                    Angel Gabriel Reyes 

Genesis Cunin               Jacob Michael Schulman  

Nicole Elizondo              Julian Francis Schulman   

Diogo Flores                     Jackuelyn Tamay 

Sasha Lucy Guallpa             Camila Rosario Taveras 

Chloe Theresa Labrado                          Trigal Rosario Taveras  

Jesus Mathew Leonor               Camila Trainor 

Rohaan Augustine Mehta             Brandon Francis Vinanzaca  

Lily Minchala          
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Dear Brothers & Sisters of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
 

This is to share with you an [abridged] article on the sub-
ject of forgiveness. In the Gospel, Peter asks if he must 
forgive “as many as seven times“.  You and I might ask 
the question a different way, not in terms of numbers 
but in terms of memories. In other words, what if you 
endeavor to forgive but you still cannot forget? 

Title: “Must I Forgive and Forget?”   (Part 2 of 2) 

(Source: h�ps://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edi�on/
to-forgive-or-not-to-forgive-that-is-the-ques�on)                
Author: TIM STAPLES Date:  10/27/2022 
Does God require us to forgive those who grievously wrong 
us, even when they are not sorry? And then completely forget 
about what they did? 

A man—I’ll call him Robert—once wrote to me telling me a 
horror story about a [family member by whom he had been 
hurt].  To say [that he was treated] uncharitably …  would be 
an understatement. Of course, I am hearing only one side of 
the story, but his ques�on boiled down to this: “Am I required 
to forgive, even though this person is not sorry for anything, 
and then to forget because God ‘forgets’ when he forgives 
and calls us to do the same? I must confess to you that I just 
cannot live this because I believe [this person] is dangerous to 
both me and my children.” 

Scenarios like this—which, unfortunately, are not rare—raise 
some important ques�ons about the nature of forgiveness. 
There are at least four points to be considered for clarifying 
the issues at hand: 

Part 3. But God says, “I am he who blots out your transgres-
sion for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins” (Isa. 
25:23). Shouldn’t we do the same? 

This was Robert’s point. “When God forgives, he forgets. So if 
we must forgive, we must forget as well, right?” 

First of all, in Robert’s case, there is no impera�ve to forgive 
in the first place, because there is no evidence of contri�on. 
But even if there were to be forgiveness here, forgiveness 
must be properly understood. 

There is no such thing as divine amnesia. Jesus will not be 
forever in heaven asking, “How did these holes get in my 
hands and feet?” “I will not remember” is an anthropo-
morphic way of saying God will not forever hold sins against 
us that have been forgiven. This is not to say there are not I 

 
 

 

temporal consequences for sin. Purgatory is a stark reminder of 
this. 

I must interject here that Robert was relieved when he discov-
ered he did not have to turn his brain off and endanger his chil-
dren in order to be a good Catholic. Poor Robert was thinking 
he had to forget everything his [this person] had done and act 
as though [there was nothing] wrong. And that is why he 
thought he just could not live the faith any longer. The truth is, 
God does not “forget” in that sense, and neither should we. 
Not only should Robert remember what [the other person] had 
done, but he should act with cau�on in order to protect himself 
and his children. 

Part 4. Jesus said, “Love your enemies” (Ma�. 5:44). He did not 
say we have to “like” our enemies, and he did not say we don’t 
have enemies. If you proclaim and live truth contradic�ng a 
world receiving its marching orders from “the father of lies,” 
you are promised to have enemies. We could start with the 
guys who want to kill us. Put them down in the “enemies”   
column. 

Jesus calls us to “love [our] enemies and pray for those who 
persecute [us], so that [we] may be sons of [our] Father who    
is in heaven.” That means love is not an op�on; it is a com-
mandment. But loving enemies does not mean you necessarily 
want to have them over to the house for supper. “Love” 
doesn’t necessarily mean “like.” Indeed, it may be unhealthy   
or even dangerous to even be around your enemy, as may well 
be true in Robert’s case. 

So what do we do if we find ourselves in a situa�on like        
Robert’s? 

The first step to loving and forgiving as God does is to recognize 
that we cannot do it apart from Christ. It is essen�al to medi-
tate upon what Christ did for us on the cross and the fact that 
he loves us infinitely and forgives us over and over again.     
Ul�mately, we have to get to the place where we acknowledge 
our powerlessness so that we can allow Christ to love and    
forgive in us and through us. 

I recommended to Robert specifically that he ask God to help 
him to truly will the good for [the other person]—and a telling 
sign of whether this is so would be when he could sincerely 
pray to God for good to come to [the other person]—then he 
could rest assured that he is loving her as Christ commanded. 

(Source: h�ps://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edi�on/to
-forgive-or-not-to-forgive-that-is-the-ques�on)  Author: TIM 
STAPLES Date:  10/27/2022 
 
In Christ’s Peace, 
Father Jim Ferry 
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 SATURDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER 
5:30 pm  

 
Joseph Supczynski 

SUNDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER  
                 7:30 am   
                 9:30 am 

11:30 am 

 
People of the Parish 
Alice McCauley  
Rose Konvalinka (33rd Ann.) 

MONDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER 
                8:30 am  

 
Grace Brennan 

TUESDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER                 
8:30 am  

 
Hugo Russo 

WEDNESDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER 
8:30 am 

 
Crystal Nzegwu                           
(Special Inten�on) 

THURSDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER                
8:30 am 

 
Thomas & Mell Buoye             
(60th Wedding Anniversary) 

FRIDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER  
         8:30 am 

 
Eric Abad 

SATURDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER   
          5:30 pm 

 
John Gaeta 

SUNDAY, 1 OCTOBER 
                 7:30 am  
                 9:30 am 

 
11:30 am 

 
People of the Parish 
Deceased Members of the       
Rosary Altar Society 
Grace Brennan 
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This week’s Bread & Wine, a Special Inten�on                              
for ESPIE CAIN    

  SUNDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER 
7:30 am 
9:30 am 

9:30—11:30 am 
 

11:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Mass in Church 
Mass in Church 
 Rel. Ed. MHS  Mass/Class   
(Hall) 
Mass 
Children’s Choir (OLLC) 

MONDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER 
8:30 am 

Miraculous Medal Novena 
following 8:30 am Mass on 
Monday.    

6:45—7:15 pm 
 

7:30—8:00 pm 

 

Daily Mass will be held 
Monday thru Friday of 
each week in church. 
 

Parent Mtg—
”Confirma�on Class 2024” 
Parent Mtg— 
“Confirma�on Class 2025” 

TUESDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER 
4:30—5:15 pm 

 

1st Comm (OLLC)  JF 

THURSDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER 
10:00 am 

 
 
 

6:00—8:00 pm  

 
Deadline for News &             
Announcements for the       
Oct 8th. Bulle�n. Call the 
Rectory at 973-325-0110. 
Choir Rehearsal (OLLC) 

SATURDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER 
4:15—5:00 pm 

5:30 pm 

 
Confessions in Church  
Mass in Church 

SUNDAY, 1 OCTOBER 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 

9:30 am—11:30 am 
 

9:30 am—12 noon 
 
 

10:30 am 
11:30 pm 

 
Mass 
Rosary recita�on (OLLC) 
Mass/ Class 1st Penance 
(OLLC/Chapel 
RAS Communion Mass  
followed by Breakfast 
(Hall) 
Children’s Choir (OLLC) 
Mass 

  

If you wish to have a friend or loved 
one prayed for, please call the Rectory 

at 973-325-0110. 

Joan Clarke 
Mary McGuiness 
Joan Monik 

Jacob Rivera 
Jaxon Rivera 
Pat Schoeler 

 

Mass Lectors Eucharis�c  
Ministers 

 

5:30 pm  
 
 

Joy Hayward Eileen Reilly 
Judy Albore (choir) 

 

7:30 am Mary Cassels Sister James Soon  

9:30 am  
Choir 

Carol Ford Myrna Regino 
Joe Petrillo (choir) 

 

11:30 am 
 

Wendy Sheyka Carmelita Dizon  
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PARISH GIVING 
FISCAL YEAR STARTING JULY  2023 

    WEEKLY GOAL          $ 6800 

    Collection*: Sept 9-10*  $ 4371 

    Deficit:    $ 2429 
   *Includes Online Giving Weekly Average Deposit 

                       
 For Your Stewardship of 

Time, Talent and Treasure. 

     OCTOBER 2023 

�� OCTOBER1—OCTOBER 31  at  6:30 pm                                      
The Rosary is prayed in   
English and Spanish out-
doors every evening (rain or 
shine) at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Gro�o. 

�� OCTOBER 1—OCTOBER 31    St. Vincent      
DePaul Society of OLL will be collec�ng New 
Socks for Men, Women, and Children  during 
the month of October to be distributed to the 
needy through local chari�es. 

�� OCTOBER  1—OCTOBER 29                    
Respect Life Ministry will be holding their 
Baby Shower at all weekend Masses dur-
ing the month of October to be distribut-
ed to Several Sources Shelters.   (SEE FLYER COMING SOON) 

�� SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14  at  12:00 Noon                                
The Annual Public Square Rosary  
Rally will be held on the Front Steps 
of the church.  (SEE FLYER COMING 
SOON) 

OCTOBER 

 
 

Open House Dates 2023: 
Sunday, October 15, 2023 

Thursday, November 2, 2023 
 

Admission Test 
CO-OP/HSPT exam will be administered at the        

Academy on Friday,  November 10, 2023. 
Go to aosenj.org to register for an 
Open House or to apply on line! 

The Academy of Saint Elizabeth   2 Convent Road   Convent Sta�on, NJ 07960 
973-290-5225 

FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 29-30, 2023 

Our Lady of the Lake Parish and School are happy to         
announce that they will be hos�ng  

OKTOBERFEST:  Saturday, September 30th from 6-11 pm  
and  

KINDERFEST: Friday, September 29th from 4-8 pm.  
Entrance to Kinderfest is free. You can purchase �ckets 
for the a�rac�ons and games. Food and drinks will  also 

be available for purchase.   
Oktoberfest �ckets are $75 in advance and $85 at the 

door.  Tickets include all-you-can-eat dinner and drinks. 
We will also have an extensive Tricky Tray and a 50/50 
that will be called that evening. Entertainment will be 

provided by Mushmouth! 
Tickets may be purchased at                                                      

Givebu�er.com/Oktoberfest2023 
These celebra�ons this year are taking place during the 

100th Anniversary of  
Our Lady of the Lake Church and School 

22 Lakeside Avenue, Verona, NJ 07044 

Kicking off the summer on June 19,             
we had a great parish BBQ picnic             
with 130+ par�cipants for the Saturday 
5:30 pm Mass, our choir, great grill-fired 

food, games for the kids, and �me together for all of us. This 
was made possible by the outstanding generosity of Darren 
and Mellen Dangler of Dangler Funeral Home from whom 
we received a very  generous gi� to cover the full cost of the 
picnic, while keeping the per-family price affordable. Thank 
you to all of our donors and to the Dangler family and we 
look forward to seeing everyone  next year! 

“And the greatest of these is love” (1st Cor 13) 

Several Sources, a prolife organiza�on for   
mothers who seek to give God’s blessed gi� of 
life to their children will be visi�ng our church 

on Sunday, October 1st at the 9:30 am and 
11:30 am Mass to Kick–off our BABY SHOWER being held at all 
weekend Masses in October and distributed to the Several Sources 
Shelters. 
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In Loving

Call 800-883-4343 
Ext. 106

Wish Your Loved One A 
Heavenly Birthday!

WET BASEMENT?

 
   

  
   

  
   

 
   

In LovingIn LovingIn Loving

Mary Ann Rosenbaum 
July 24, 1945 - September 22, 2021

Eternal rest grant unto her, 
O Lord, and let pertetual 

light shine upon her. 
May she rest in peace. Amen.

Offering quality
service for over  

55 years.

Best Electrician
11-Time Winner 

(Lic#16744)Free Estimates
973-325-3626

www.OharaElectric.com

973-325-1212 
 Darren T. Dangler www.danglerfuneralhome.com Kip M. Dangler
 Manager - n.J. Lic. no. 4004 ~ Spacious Parking ~ Director - n.J. Lic. no. 3992

Family
Owned

Family
Operated

Serving All Faiths
Professional, Personal Service

Pre-Arrangements, 
Traditional Services & Cremations

Dangler Funeral Home of West Orange

Essex Green
The Complete Service Center 
For Foreign & Domestic Cars

151D (CK) •  Our Lady of Lourdes Church •  West Orange, NJ       FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 •  Bon Venture Services, LLC •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836  

VISION WORLD

Prescriptions 
Filled

(973) 325-9808

973-736-0553

3 4 0  M A I N  S T R E E T  ·  WEST ORANGE,  N J  0 7 0 5 2

402 PROSPECT AVE., W. ORANGE

We have moved our store to

Roseland Eye Care
178 Eagle Rock Avenue

Roseland, NJ 07068

Call or go online  
to get free,  

confidential help  
for suspected  

poisonings.

poison.org




