OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

One Eagle Rock Avenue, West Orange, New Jersey 07052

RECTORY /Parish Office 973.325.0110

LOURDESWESTORANGE.ORG

n Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/lourdeswestorange
Sunday, March 15, 2026 - Fourth Sunday of Lent

Served By:

Rev. James Ferry, Pastor

Rev. James N. Chern, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Robert K. Suszko, Weekend Assistant
Mrs. Linda Chapman, Director of Music
Mrs. Mary Cassels, Trustee

Mrs. Eileen Reilly, Trustee

RECTORY/Parish Office: 973.325.0110
Fax: 973.325.9105

Email: ollwonj@verizon.net

Website: lourdeswestorange.org
RECTORY/Parish Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

ﬂ\/lass Schedule @ Main Church\

Saturday Evening, 5:30 pm

Sunday Morning, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am
Confessions, Saturday 4:15 - 5:00 pm or
anytime by appointment

Weekday Morning Mass
Monday - Friday
8:30 am @ MAIN CHURCH
Monday 8:30 am Mass
with Miraculous Medal Novena

Sacrament of Baptism

Celebrated usually the first Saturday of the month. Parents are
required to meet with Father Jim Ferry. Please call RECTORY.

Sacrament of the Sick
Administered in an emergency at any time. Please call RECTORY
when someone is ill or admitted to the hospital.

Sacrament of Marriage

Engaged couples are asked to make their arrangements one year in
advance of their wedding. Please call RECTORY for an
appointment with a priest.

First Friday

Religious Education
Family Catechesis (Grades 1-6)
Ms. Priscilla Castro 973.325.0110

Email: Priscillacastro@lourdeswestorange.org

Religious Education
Sacrament of Confirmation (Grades 7-12)
Mr. Paul Hirsch 973.325.0110

Email: Confirmation.Class@lourdeswestorange.org

Religious Education

Office Manager

Rosa Cruz 973.325.0110 ext. 102
Email: rosa.cruz@lourdeswestorange.org

5:30 pm —7:30 pm. There is 1% Friday Adoration during the “Fall”
months of September, October, November and December and the
“Spring” months of March, April, May and June.

Peace and Good Corner Gift Shop

Religious articles, books and cards are available for purchase
inside the church before and after all Masses or by appointment.
Contact RECTORY.

New Parishioners
Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes. Please register at RECTORY
or call for registration forms.

MISSION STATEMENT The people of God in West Orange were called by the Holy Spirit in 1914 to form Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish, a community centered on Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit remains with us today as we continue our
Jjourney to God. We are inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, nourished by the Eucharist, called to respect life and
proclaim our Catholic faith. We serve God by providing spiritual, educational, and social activities for our parish family
as well as extending God’s love and compassion to serve the greater community.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Our Lady of Lourdes,

As we gather for the Mass before the West Orange St.
Patrick’s Day Parade on March 15, 2026, we welcome
our parade committee, Grand Marshal Tom Brennan,
and Deputy Grand Marshals, Daniel Cunningham,
Eileen Cassels Aker, Bill McEvoy, Steve Shaffer, West
Orange township officials, and all who have come
together to celebrate faith, heritage, and community.

This weekend is always a joyful moment in our town.
The parade reminds us of the long story of Irish immi-
grants in America and the many other immigrant
communities who have shaped our nation. Each group
arrived bringing hopes, struggles, and traditions. Ameri-
ca changed them, and they also helped change America.

The Gospel this year invites us to think about change in
a deeper way.

In the Gospel of John (9:1-41), Jesus encounters a man
who has been blind since birth. What follows is not only
a miracle of physical healing but also a story of spiritual
transformation.

At first, the man knows very little about Jesus. When
people ask who healed him, he simply says, “The man
called Jesus made clay and put it on my eyes.” That is
the beginning of his journey.

But as the story unfolds, the man begins to see more
clearly —not only with his eyes but with his heart and
mind. When questioned again, he calls Jesus “a proph-
et.” Later he boldly defends Jesus before skeptical au-
thorities. Finally, when he meets Jesus again, he declares
his faith and worships him as Lord.

His eyesight returns in an instant, but his faith grows
gradually.

The miracle is not only that he sees —but that he comes
to see more clearly who Jesus is.

This Gospel speaks powerfully during Lent because Lent
is meant to be a season when our own vision changes.
Through prayer, fasting, and acts of charity, we ask God
to help us see differently: to see ourselves honestly, to
see others with compassion, and to recognize God’s
presence in our lives.
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Most of us do not experience sudden, dramatic trans-
formations. Our faith usually grows slowly, step by
step, through experiences, challenges, and moments of
grace.

The Irish immigrant experience reflects something
similar. Many Irish families came to this country fac-
ing uncertainty and hardship. They left familiar places
and traditions and had to adapt to a new life. Over
time they built strong communities, parishes, schools,
and neighborhoods that became sources of strength
for generations.

The story of St. Patrick reflects this same transfor-
mation. Patrick himself was once taken from his home
as a captive and brought to Ireland. Years later, after
deepening his faith, he returned —not in anger, but as
a missionary bringing the light of the Gospel. Through
his witness, many came to see the light of Christ for
the first time.

In a similar way, the man who was once blind
becomes one of the clearest voices of truth in John's
Gospel. Meanwhile, those who claim to see remain
spiritually blind because they refuse to recognize
God at work.

Lent invites us to ask an important question: What
might God be helping us to see more clearly right
now?

Perhaps it is the need to grow in patience or for-
giveness. Perhaps it is a call to care more deeply for
someone who is struggling. Perhaps it is simply a
reminder to slow down and make more space for

prayer.
As we celebrate this weekend with faith, family, and
the joyful traditions of the St. Patrick’s Day parade, we

remember that the journey of faith is also a journey of
learning to see.

Step by step, Christ leads us from darkness into light
— and helps us recognize the presence of God already
at work in our lives.

In Christ’s Peace,

Father Jim Ferry
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SATURDAY, 14 MARCH
5:30 pm

David C. Miller

SUNDAY, 15 MARCH
7:30 am
9:30 am

11:30 am

SUNDAY, 15 MARCH
7:30 am
9:30 am
11:30 am

People of the Parish
Deceased Members of the

5:30 pm

Mass

PARADE MASS

NO 11:30 MASS—PARADE
St. Joseph Novena

Pflug & Napolitano families
NO 11:30 MASS—PARADE

MONDAY, 16 MARCH
8:30 am

MONDAY, 16 MARCH

Miraculous Medal Novena

8:30 am

following 8:30 am Mass on

JoAnn Chiaramonte (3rd Ann.)

DAILY MASS WILL BE HELD
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY OF

TUESDAY, 17 MARCH
8:30 am

Mary Cunningham

WEDNESDAY, 18 MARCH
8:30 am

Neil Nillo

7:00 pm

Monday. EACH WEEK IN CHURCH.
7:00 pm St. Joseph Novena
TUESDAY, 17 MARCH
5:30-6:45 pm 1st Communion G 7-12 (OLLC)

St. Joseph Novena

WEDNESDAY, 18 MARCH

7:00 pm

St. Joseph Novena

THURSDAY, 19 MARCH
8:30 am

Luigi & Vincenza Russo

FRIDAY, 20 MARCH
8:30 am

Lorizanne Pauliceme

SATURDAY, 21 MARCH
5:30 pm

Patricia Bulger (18th Ann.)

THURSDAY, 19 MARCH

6—8:00 pm
7:00 pm

Deadline for News & Announce-
ments for the March 22nd.
Bulletin. Call the Rectory at
973-325-0110.

Choir Rehearsal (LOFT)
St. Joseph Novena

St. Joseph’s Table following
immediately after.

SUNDAY, 22 MARCH
7:30 am
9:30 am
11:30 am

People of the Parish
Louise Chiaramonte (29th Ann.)
Robert Roxborough

SATURDAY, 21 MARCH

MAR 21-22, 2026

*Includes Online Giving Weekly Average

For Your Stewardship of
Time, Talent and Treasure.

4:15—5:00 pm Confessions in Church
5:30 pm Mass
SUNDAY, 22 MARCH
7:30 am Mass
9:30-11:45 am G 7-12 (OLLC) (HALL)
9:30 am Mass
10:30 am Choir Rehearsal (LOFT)
11:30am Mass
PARISH GIVING
FISCAL YEAR STARTING JULY 2025
Goal $6800
Collection*: Feb. 28-Mar. 1, 2026* $4,609
Deficit: $2.191

Mass Lectors Eucharistic

Ministers
5:30 pm | Andrew Novoa Eileen Reilly

Judy Albore ( c)
7:30 am | Mary Cassels MaryEllen Chandler
9:30am | Kathy Petrillo Annette Chiaramonte
11:30 am | Wendy Sheyka Wendy Sheyka
(Adult Eileen Reilly ( c)
Choir)

Prayers Needed

Emeka Anyanyo

Paul Di Francescantonio

Frances Maroon
Beverly McAllister

Mary McGuiness
Sister Jean Ruppel

If you wish to have a friend or loved one prayed
for, please call the Rectory at 973-325-0110.
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ccn Capital Inveg;

N Fund Raffle 7%,

MARCH 7, 2026
$500 winner of 1st Drawing:
ROSANNE BRUNO

$500 winner of 2nd Drawing:
ANTHONY FRUSTACI

REPORT FINANCIAL MISCONDUCT
CONFIDENTIALLY

If you suspect financial misconduct, use
EthicsPoint, an independent and confidential
= reporting tool that helps the Archdiocesan
community address issues while promoting
positive parish, school and workplace environ-
ments. Visit www.rcan.org for the hotline and
reporting link.
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2026 St. Joseph Novena
Calendar: March 11—March 19
Visiting Speakers, “Retreat in 9 nights”

Come any night or every night!

Wed., Thurs., Friday

March 11, 12, 13

7 pm

Saturday March 14

5:30 pm Mass

Sunday, March 15

5:30 pm

Mon., Tues., Wed.,
March 16, 17, 18

7 pm

Thursday March 19

8:30 am Morning Mass
7 pm Evening Mass

Lenten Meditation Packets

Please pick up a Lenten

Meditation Packet prepared
by the 6th Grade Religious

Education Class.

They will be available near

the Peace & Good entrance.

March 15th

Knights of Columbus—West Orange Council #5519
The West Orange Knights of Columbus

will host a Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser
in the lower level of Our Lady of Lourdes, Connor Hall on:

Saturday, 28th of March 2026
6:00 pm until 9:00 pm
pasta—meatballs—salad - soda—offee—dessert

Cost is $12 for anyone 13 or older and $5 for children 5-12
years old (There is no charge for any child 4 and under)

Proceeds will go towards supporting local charities in the
West Orange area.




Y

—_—

DALA R? Giw Essex Green

3 A ;
» ) M\% The Complete Service Center
Electn'cal Contracws Best Electrician

For Foreign & Domestic Cars
* Call For A Free Legal Consultation % 2% (973) 3259808 |  Feessmae

MARCJ BRENNER ESQ 402 PROSPECT AVE, W. ORANGE 9733253626 smwsy

INC.

www.OharaElectric.com ™ s ears.
973-326-8902

« Personal Injury
« Workers' Compensation
o tsnininne, Social Security Disability

lawmarcbrennericomEmarc@lawmarchrennercom

RID DA ) DAR 0 079
PLEASE f \ JORLL
SUPPORT OUR e have moved our store to
Roseland "
ADVERTISERS s Eagle Rock /
THEY SUPPORT To sponsor, volunteer or donate, visit Roseland 07068
OUR PARISH SE A ACRO A DICA OR prosrptons 0

= Connect with a Dedicated
and Engaged Audience

YOUR AD HERE! . Build Trust and Credibility

= Showcase Your Business
to Those Who Actively
Support Local Businesses

Reserve Your Space Today!

Contact our advertising team at

800-883-4343 to discuss .« Benefit From Our
affordable advertising solutions. Online Presence and
Don't miss this opportunity to become EXte':: Yg:r R‘:‘a“;\l; ?Iey°“d
avalued partner in the community. ¢ &hurch Y¥alls
¥ , ¢ - WATERPROOFING
Please Continue &FNISHING
([0 ?m ’(}07' - FOUNDATION
9  PROBLEMS
y WET BASEMENT? '
) ) MOLD CONTROL
Quality Ist B_“"‘E'l"eﬁl - NASTY CRAWL
ysiems SPACES
, Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!
866-588-8317
(WOT[(M)MC@ BasementRepairNJ.com

NY Lic # 1274423 « NJHIC# 13VH01833300

FamiLy

g~ eD e@W L%ch/ (%me of West Orange OreaatD
973-325-1212

DARREN T. DANGLER www.danglerfuneralhome.com Kip M. DANGLER
) ) Manacer - N.J. Lic. No. 4004 ~ Spacious Parking ~ DirecTor - N.J. Lic. No. 3992
Serving All Faiths Pre-Arrangements,

Professional, Personal Service 340 MAIN STREET - WEST ORANGE, NJ 07052 Traditional Services & Cremations
151D (CK) * Our Lady of Lourdes Church * West Orange, N0 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 * Bon Venture Services, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836




